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, . Reviewed by 
• • George V. Higgins 
he reviewer- is . a former ■ 
^Massachusetts and ■ federal 
prosecutor and the. author of i - 
'f our novels as well as a book | ; 
about Watergate to be publi- 
shed in the falL 

Vy?. Lee Bailey: -comes into , 
court like a line squall and, 
at least until fairly -recently, 
lived the rest of ius 'life in 
the same uproarious fash- 
ion. To prepare for the pros- 
ecution of a Bailey client, it 
was best to practice yelling 
^a s lot, allow- a minimum - of 
^one week for liver regenera- 
Jipn, master Jthe entire legis- 
lative and judicial Mstory of 
the statute at issue,. and hus- 
band your peremptory chal- 
lenges in the hope of, having 
; enough of them to-knock ev- 
jery single woman; Off the 
tjilry panel, because Bailey , 
(to an, audience qf 12, at 
least) long' ago found out 
’What Robert Bedford knows, 
’and that’ll play hell for a 
reasonable doubt. 

•’ ’ That kind of behavior, em- 
bellished with Lear' jets; hel- 
icopters, divorces, and. much 
-blunt talk oh; radio and tele- 
"'Vision about the stupidity of '■ 
tone’s adversaries, is not ac-.( 
corded universal accaptance, 
.’among lawyers in general; 
as-i satidf actorily decorous, ‘ . 
Only if it fails to make the 
•practitioner preeminent will ‘ 
it be tolerated, albeit With 
• Some, snickering. You have 
to-.lose a lot, to get away 
iWith it If it causes you pub- 
.lic., celebration, it engages 
.the- attention of sharpshoot- . 
ers, not averse to citation of 
your excesses as grounds for 
your punishment: If you’re 
a wild mani and you win a 
Iflt, it is best to take care 
Wien in hostile territory. . ( ■ . 
! "Bailey, who won a lot, was 
scornful of such care. Conse- 
quently he’s not welcome to 
practice in New Jersey, and 
he’s been roundly chided by 
:the Supreme Judicial Court 
5io£ Massachusetts. Arrogant 
enough to be humble when . 
correctly rebuked, he does 
not. now, in Ms recent book. 
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FOR THE DEFENSE. By-F. Lee Bailey 
with John Greenya. | 

. . ^ , . ( Atbeneum 367 pit. $10.95.) V,. ||,T., 



“For the. Defense/’: . dispute.' 
;that he was - careless' and 
.perhaps- deserved Ms vari- ' . 
"bus comeuppances. 

. What he thinks was unde- 
served was his indictment in ‘ 
the Koscot case. Koscot, for: 

• the serious-minded with ' 
larger questions. to consider, 
is a Corporate disguise of 
Glenn W. Turner, who pro- 
posed to -get rich and stay 
out of trouble in this repub- 
lic by recruiting a lot of peo- 
::pteto, peddle cosmetics.frdm Y 
door to door, chraging them 
anywhere from ode to five - 
big ones for the territorial 
.franchises to the product 
line. Tinner -also: offered:?' 
'one of those , yippiyu-yip, 
mindrblowing, : self-realiza- 
;tion tMngs, called “Dare To ' - 
Be'Great,” which - went Over ' 
Big; with, the yokels and 1 the 
•confused, and made him 
■even more money. . - 

' But : Turner - was wrong 



about staying out of trouble. ' 
A passel of state attorneys 
general, the Federal Trade 
Commission, the, Securities 
and Exchange Commission 
and several other normally 
somnolent watchdogs ‘ were 
roused from their, torpor by 
recruits who paid their, 
money but didn’t get their 
face powders, and, said that - 
they'd been gypped. , 
Perceiving his midjudg- 
ment. Turner -offered Bailey 
Ms. expenses to fly. around 
the country (at $1 a mile) to 
try to straighten?, matters 
out,, apd a new Lear jet (say, 
$850,000, more or less): if he- 
brought it off., Bailey ac- 
cepted,-, ■*. 

it was either kust before 
that; or just afterward, that 
the United States postal in- 
spectors found their interest 



piqued, by Turner;- nis; po- ? 
tions-., and his .. spiritual 
uplifts, and ..the .way he- 
.might have. uSed the mails 
to purvey them. .". 

Some, time . ago, Bailey 
represented a gentleman -• 
suspected of contributing- 
Ms felqmous skills to the 
Plymouth mail robbery. Bai- 
ley conducted that case with 
vigor, hollered about it on 
.the radio, and obtained from 
it great 'notoriety, the disap- 
proval of the bar" association 
and, a very measured admi- 
ration from the- postal in- 
spectors. They were -further 
enchanted by his characteri- 
zatio of them (in his 1971 
book, “The Defense Never 
Rests”) as, well, stupid. 

Bailey now opines that 
the postals became intri- 
gued with Turner when 
Turner Mred Bailey. 

- On May 18, 1973, in the 
Orlando federal court, 
Turner and several others- 
were . indicted for mail 
fraud.- Among the codefen- M 
dants was F. Lee Bailey, ac-- ; i 
cused .of conspiring with.-. 
-Turner to hustle the suck- 
ers. Bailey, predictably, was ? 
enraged. . . < 

, In 1973 and 1974, the’ - 
United States government.. -! 
spent over eight months, try- v . ; 
ting '’to prove that " case-"" 
against the Koscot . defend- 
ants. Bailey’s case' was se- 
vered — taken from the jury 
'/—shortly before the end, be- 
cause he needed one of the 
other defendants to testify 
onhis, behalf. -The-jury was. 
deadlocked on the remain- 
ing cases, found nobody 
guiltyt of conspiring : with 
anybody, and wept home. 

Ordinarily, that will stint 
ulate a modest soul-search- 
ing: you your thoughtful ; 

. prosecutor; The government 
is not " supposed bo bring 
cases for the hell of it, " 
squandering , intimidating 
amounts of ; the ; taxpayers’ • ; 

• money,' tying lip the courts 




and demolishing the -defend- ij 
, ants financially. (Bailey says j 
: Turner dropped $500,000 on If 
the case, whole Bailey’s 12- 
mah office dwindled to' one 
because he could no longer 
meet the saleries. When you 
have hammered away at the'; 
guy for a few weeks, let 
alone several months, and 
come up empty, it is not in- 
appropriate to wonder if 
perhaps - you have taken 
your best shot, missed, and 
ought to leave him go.; , 

’ For that' reason. Depart- ' 
ment of Justice policy calls 
for, review of the mistriedj 
rcase ;|o determine whether it.jiii 
should be retried. That was ir 
okay with Bailey, as far ad 
Kascot was; concerned: he u 
says the ; only evidence - ; 
against him was proffered : 

; by a man named Zoufaly, so I 
arrant a liar that the gov- | 
ernment withdrew histesti- 4 
■mony because it, was perju- i 
nous. -- ; I 

Last year, Henry Petersen in 
was in place- as chief of the si 
Justice Department’s Crimi- 
nal Divisioit;'jBailey . impor- « 
tuned his review of the case, -iii 
P resumably, he got it , • ' | 

My most recent informa- ill 
tion is that the retrial in is 
Koscot will commence this i 
August Bailey will perhaps ; 
be tried after that case, , 
should the government win. 
He doesn’t think that’s very 
nice at all, and I agree with 
him. .in 










